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BONNEVILLE SPEED RACERS
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£ s Jusst purest comcidence, really, that we should be gerting
together in Looudon an this particular aunimn ey ey
ponder the black arr of land speed racmg. Mone of us
krsew when we picked the date oot of a har thar Richard
Moble of supersonic Thiust S5C e was gomg puhlic
even a8 wie spoke with his next blockboster assaulr on the
ultimate i earch-bound velocire, The only thin
codlective minds tomight & maybe a small celebranon of
Jom and Daniel's safe return bome from Bomeyills, and 2 post-mormem of
thieir second seasomn an The Salr

Sll, when the conversstion turms philcsophical, and it mevieably does if
chasang speed records is mvolved, Jon borders omo the cliroyant. 'l can
undensand now, after we've gone throwgh all the,’ he siys, ‘why people
keep poing back again and againg 1% addicive, iv can become almost
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obsessive, and wihen voiu're our thene, vou e wrapped op m it so completely
their sometimes bemny oot there eventually becomes whar's normal and
real, and being hack heve s thé unseal'

[ can understand far better now as welly the Broneville Sale Flars, where
Martyn Gioddard and [ hess met Diambel Mash and Jonathan Socklmg this
Seprember is ane of the most o dhere places on che plamer, The bulk of
any given yeas, Bonneville is simply a karge shallow lake of bany lguid on
a remote high plaei in che mountains of western Uah, For a fea shom
weeks m lage summer, however, the hlazing high-desert sun hakes away
enough warer oo mim i info a huge, perfectly level sab mblet sumable for
drivirg wheeled velocles ar exmemely high spesds. Provided, of course,
o con't mind doing it ander a bear lamp across what s efecrnely the
sal-encrusted floor of o frying pan.

The two dovers and their MGs were already in the quiese for the searting
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Raport by Dale Orinnan. Photos by Martyn Goddand.

line an the fve-mile Lovg Cowrse when we foand them, bat that's not
unusual, There are mo assigned sarting mmess you0 run when vos think
v e ready, and everyone from the Ffast and famous m the freshest-faced
ki waits together in the same tailback, under the same sung wich the
sAiie tensiod, alen for hours at a soremche

A thie cars get Soser bo the front, [a8 mivuse preparations taper off but
lase vimaie repeirs ger mione framne, wnl s dme o go or stand aside. This
trip, 1t Dinel and the ZT-T as the first MG off; there are nods all around
and he squirme amoeg the tangle of roll cage twbing 1o be qanped in and
strapped down. The engine fires with an open-piped VE blase so brutal
thart even the seasoned for a moment recod - responses; Diansed wanches the
dials and fidgets in angiciparion of the starrees thumbs up.

Then the push vehicle nudges the racer germly odt the: line and when the
lanirch spend is riphit, the driver finds @ gear and begins o sccelerae away,

wwwimgenthusiasicom

builching mmentain with the seamless inevitabiliry of 8 sream locomaonve

In seconds he is gone from sight there is o fanfare, so prize money at
stake, very latle media coverage, and vimaally no sudience save for the
fellora: competsiors against whoo, o truth, he sn't really competing. There
te enly driver and car, disappearing ingo che shimmering hear devils thars
constantly dance on the Handing white borzan, ..

Bt oof course the hared, dirty par is always getting there in the firss place,
and especially for thes particular endeasvour, Every grear MG speed ream of
the pasr - Caardner, Moss, Fiall, all the EX stresmlirers - r|u.':. all ran with
factory support, These lase peodiction-basad - MG-Revers, the most
advanced and complicated land speed cars in the mangue’s lomg hissory,
atigmally came to the Salr with the staffing and funding of a modern
automohile company with a pome fo prove. Now, though, they're being
camgaigned soldy on the effor and resources of ovo independents,
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i their craft as they po.

appaared on MG T still seeins a bitle bizarre o me thar & |,|||||:'|||,' of Fistorie
record-breakers racers shousd wind up in such hi-vech mochinery,” Daniel says.
before hewar.  “Boch of us have always been fascinated with the idea of

Bammente, and we .'.1|LM foe s I|||-"\-l_|| .:'|_".'||::_'|.] car D:'I.',,L'I|I|'r,
shanny the ERETIRES and I:.II.||':_; a o | think we st had sommer
mind more like a seraightforward big-engine hot rod

That LI'J_'IIF\II.'J, almosr acciden ¥ when MG-Rover f
moAnrsponT dssets came up for grabs in 2006, OF special rest W a
lard spevd 2T estaze designaned aade on suh-comiract by the
legendary So-Cal Speed Shop in 2 WETIE I forr s mmcmths,
Draniel ansd Jom went absng, you goasssad i, *just vo have a look”. Tome
lomg steey shore, EXF, the MGF bualt for Beaneville by the works in 1997
wias parkied Besadie it, and hesene wigh both

The cars do make & handsome set, desprie the fact they have ot the
slightest thing in common besides the Oy . EXF is what Jon calk a
starmmny, from 4 plain MGF shell, Rover aerodynamicists
trummned the 1,37 drag coefficent to a mere 0124, & quantum keap in aero
rermd, Thin engmeers installed o 143300 K-series with a Garret narboe and
waterconled Astom Manin intercooler, whale the PR guys were makng

o

Boffin’s ca

rses abour how nearly standard everything was. EXF made 328bhp and
Amph with American racer Terry Kilbourne, and if there's any
idand bigs of grear comsequence lefr, thes el hiclden.

dealer
el fromt engmefrear dove
T ¢ rmonoar e

. o the oher hand, while |'.'r|_ii:.' |1-L'.|||.'h oedinary main
fare evther, is & bie-rodder™s cac A conver
the old American
-'-".' ko' s ke speed, Power is from an dlectronically
G-litre Frard pushrod V8 |||_|,1|-\|_._ ||:.- Faoash R OnE oo A
erng Thi horses (withiout forced mdsction, mined), and the davels
ki Ix at hoone in any fersr-class radinonal w2 ar riel shop m the
LA femco hve-speed box, Winters guick-change -:Ilfr Wibaood h.,.L—u
Muorrison and Aldan suspension bies = and an extremely nod-traditonal
Research compuaterwed daca loggzing svstem

Like EXF, X-15 also bwoke the magic dowhl Drriven by Pat Kinine,
et Bonneville veteran, it did 225,609, a true testament bo the theor
horsepower can achieve anything, as basically the only
belp the big chunky wagon por was add-on spoilers and the

it's far doser m CTZAR AIT 5
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1 that it was

windows pollad up (inspiring, o doubt, the press relesse cla
“a virnmaldly stock ZT-T7)

Which was not to say that either car was capable of repearing those
speetls as-purchased, F ing irs Bonmeville performance, MG Howver
miditied EXF for an airpont ramway atbemgpt on the world record for
rs by Brit ex-policeman K 13 1mphl],
} ance systemt dmitalled for run was subsequently
vedd, the seer I ARG SRS MOES WERT T aid aler sofme
ppearances, EXF was shoved tigo storage and fomgoeten,

The £T-T had gone straight to the momar show cire e froin
the & and then -;I‘I|' II|l. (4] |\||_I\ B LENT ] I||'||El|q_ |'\-||_'| s by 2
WErE Sl l‘ g from veygdect and, more sadly, from dowmnghn abuse, Pams
had grine l'ﬂ"ﬂll'rﬂ ts of them, When Daniel finally got around m
checking X-15% parchute, vven that had been nic and the ba
|.1’|.'II.|.'|.I L ver the chefr, T1 B CAE |'\|.J |;l.||.i_||||\. _1;|l.||

been hotsted stride the tmes of a fock lif, ot very kind o things |
custor-falwicated exhansts.

There was no choice, given the ream
soime expert help, And when word
world of land speed Facing, an amazin ther began
sEpping up o the cease o do ther pare. Alan Be miber of ¢
Rower teamn chat buil EXF and wheo nesy works (s Formula € e, becme
avadlable to ke on its rebaild, *Kivd Seeve’ Da
labours om the ZT and currentdy awmner of |
the wazon back i} SPe, |,|||,.'\ e u.ll:l'_-
sab Sar Sk
M- Raver ¢
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s  experience lewel, st ¢
I mcredibly

ng
wices when they wene oo the
w0 alid Y

T SCVEns, Morrmer

holder of the oum
ryitung frodm sne L|||_ ar the R
4 aited pech advice, and was a Codsend, “When
wlling you oo mdve the spoales,’ as Danel puts
5 k mayhe vou should meve the spoler’ |ohn Wood, M1 ar
MIRA, came forward wath intel on a forgoren bur invaluable
\ L5 spares, then helped with wind runnel tme as well. Uovd's Moror
where both drivers are members and Jonathan edits the dub
rme, helped wirh criri
Iy summer 7, thie borys were ready o go,

vl ve

i, vou

"1|.l,'1|| [4]

sponsorshp oo pay fos i all
wath M- 15 a1 least, EXF
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Al Bakbery and dry sumps oll
nepds pro-hoating before star-up.
i
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wiuld rake bonger becawse, as it happened, there was no record for whch
it stood a practical chance, MG-Rover in 97 had apparently never wanned
arvthing other than ‘the faswest producion MO ever” on the ammiversary
af Maoss's still-seanding EX 181 records, and adding an exora #0mm o
rear bodywork toincrease ssabilivy maoved EXF forthwith from Prodeceron
st bo Sramiiner, Returning = to.he salt without unchinkable butchery
wonld therefire ke a tooch maee nme and deliberation, whereas X-15
fitred neardy ingo an exestmg class.

A wasn't terribly pealisic, P'm afraid”, fon admis. 1 thoughe, [ sepposs,
we'dl just show up, hop in for a pass or rao, amd be handed a trophy...
Irustesacl, it wens: like any oeher frse seasomn: qualify for licensing, leam the
cas, replice an engine (see previons comments on spares), gradually buoild
speed, pay ot of dues, There was abso the marter of eaming o drive on a
surface of such varving cracoon thar fast ol cars — and drivers — often
srrugzle to reach three-quarters of their highest tarmac speed

Seill, thve car was quick and had potential to be guicker. Were i not for
engine compater problens - the programming used by Roush was s
unisual even Roush couldn't sccess it any more, and it had 1o be cracked
for power tuning by specialist Kris Valder - the team might bave reachod
the Gas [petral | C-Production Coupé record of 225,595, Ax it was, they
Bedt che lasy of Bonmeville's three annual evemts with a best of 223.5 and
high hapes for moee 6 2008,

They very nearly made it at Spesd Wk, the opening meer of 2008
With more sero rweaks and power now dyno-tuned b a whacking
A0bhp, Dumiel mmed o 226452, bat unformonarely the repeat mun
necessary to establish a record couldn™ be made until the following
morning when the cooler, denser air incregses drag sgnificansty,

A mwarh lnter, at Seprember’s Woald of Spesd where we met them, both

wwramgenthusiastcom

Atverve: S-mille long course is nesenved for vehicks capable of 2004+mph.  Was 1o be offered In the MG S\

drivers were conssstently running in the mid-2235 and a record seemed m
the hag Then, acm pressure sarted playmg havew on sections of
biclywenrk, _-.,._1:|_._l||:. -.'|'|'_-_I_||.'.: the rear bumper skin, and on the last and
mast [dkely mun of the event, the all-pervasve and all-corrosive sal ssized
the throttle bnkape and Jon coasted i a frastrating on-course halt.

Tt left jusr one mere cpportunsty b make the record, but in Oaober,
the winter rains cime eatly, The vear-ending Workd Finals were cancelled,
anel the MG TLand Speed Racmg Team came home,

Theres ample cause for optimism over our last round of post-seson
drinks, though, Boch drivers are certain that with frther mming and
ticying, there are records awnining X-1.5, =% st o master of tme, Danicl
Isas abso fouand a worthy goal for EXF, the lasr real wiorkes MG speed car
and the firse bis-ethano] Bonnevlle machine, There's a compasable perol
class record at 195, and considerng, EXF hit 197 in shakedown runs this
year, Daniel hopes o berer it with ethaool on the $0th amniversary of
WECs Fnal streamilines fecords, ser by the bere, greac Phil Hill,

Bait the red car is just so spame-tmyhn lasse po |"'J,'c; ELONE ¥
it It ight there, it's all within reach now,” Jon says as we adijr
street, ‘it would be such a wasee if the car didn't gervo go thas las tiny bic
and grah it." As always, of course, it will come down to money i the end,
anal in the end, that’s wsually the woughest challenge of

CHN st

The TV niews i om when [ get home, and as [ hang my coar, [ can bear
the headiines. ‘Richard Noble will announce plars tomormew for a
E£10millon amemips o rmise the word land spead record o 1000 miles-per
hour....” Onee you've been Ot There, it scems, the urge 1o g0 hack 15 2
mighry irge indesd

D mned don inghthwoud lies o thunks Hugh
Cetthamp of e Lhah B8t A Racing
Rescemion S Lindemy of ¥, Bead Hanson
of PlasthDar A0 Wenalii e 000 T, K
Valdar o [miamip Aeot Soluteons. S wolks
v Arihory Fsn sed - Saphan Ksaling o
e roon and- epeed iEEng end the MO
tmy s DERRS mtwasrstmlifiate ooy sind
ol B RN 00

Decamber 2008 MGE

41




